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In this guide, you’ll discover everything you need to know to organize your Kruger safari,
from the best activities to do to the differences between the northern and southern parts of
the park, as well as the best accommodation options available.

If you dream of experiencing an authentic safari in Kruger, you’re in the right place. Kruger
National Park is one of the most extraordinary destinations for nature lovers who want to
spot the famous Big Five – lion, leopard, elephant, rhinoceros, and buffalo – in their natural
habitat.

Imagine crossing an endless landscape where the horizon disappears among the open
savannah, forests, and majestic rivers. A lion rests in the shade of a large bush, a herd of
elephants moves silently among the trees, and a leopard hides among the highest branches.
Every corner of this land tells an ancient story, a perfect balance between predators and
prey, life and survival.

Welcome to Kruger National Park, one of the largest and most fascinating nature reserves
in Africa. Spanning nearly 20,000 km², Kruger is a paradise for nature and wildlife
enthusiasts. Here, every safari is a unique experience, each day brings extraordinary
encounters, and every sunset takes your breath away.

Why Visit Kruger?
With an area of nearly 20,000 km², Kruger National Park is one of Africa’s largest nature
reserves. Here, you can experience the thrill of seeing wild animals up close, explore
breathtaking landscapes, and immerse yourself in the magic of African nature.

A safari in Kruger is suitable for both independent travelers, who can drive themselves
around the park, and those who prefer a more relaxed experience with guided safaris, or an
exclusive atmosphere with guides from luxury lodges or private reserves. Kruger offers the
perfect experience for every budget.

Kruger boasts incredible biodiversity. In addition to the Big Five, you can spot zebras,
giraffes, cheetahs, hyenas, and many other animal species. The scenery is also spectacular,
ranging from open savannah to rivers populated by hippos and crocodiles, forests, and rocky
hills.

Additionally, Kruger is easily accessible; unlike other African parks, it is well connected to
the rest of South Africa through its road network and airports.
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If you’re looking for an unforgettable journey into the heart of Africa, Kruger National Park
is the perfect destination. Grab your camera and let yourself be enchanted by the magic of
the wild!

North or South of Kruger? Differences for Your Safari
When planning your Kruger safari, it’s important to understand the characteristics of
different areas within the park.

Kruger is a park with many facets. Each area offers different landscapes and unique
sightings.

South of Kruger: The Ideal Choice for Spotting the Big Five

The southern part of the park is the most visited, and for good reason. Animal density is
very high, and the terrain provides ideal conditions for spotting wildlife.

Here, you’ll have excellent chances of seeing predators, especially lions, leopards, wild
dogs, and cheetahs, along with large herds of elephants and buffalo. Lions hunt in packs on
the open plains, leopards move through the branches of trees, and cheetahs chase their
prey at lightning speed. The large rivers, such as the Sabie and Crocodile River, attract
elephants, buffalo, and hippos, creating a spectacular natural display.

The landscapes are characterized by open grasslands, rivers, and forests, which make
animal sightings easier. Moreover, the southern Kruger offers excellent infrastructure, with
well-maintained roads and numerous rest camps and picnic areas for a break.

Best Areas for a Safari in the Southern Kruger:

Skukuza: The largest camp in the entire Kruger, with many services and excellent
facilities, located in an area rich in wildlife and great sightings.
Lower Sabie: One of the best spots to see lions and leopards along the Sabie River, as
well as crocodiles and hippos.
Crocodile Bridge: Perfect for spotting big cats at dawn and dusk, and one of the
favorite areas for cheetahs.
Satara: An open savannah area famous for lions and wild dogs, where you can also
spot the famous white lions of Timbavati.

The well-signposted and well-maintained roads make southern Kruger perfect even for those
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traveling independently and wishing to do safaris without a guide.

The rest camps, well-equipped, offer a comfortable base for exploring the area. It’s also
possible to stay outside the park, near the various gates in this area, particularly: Paul
Kruger Gate, Malelane Gate, and Crocodile Bridge Gate.

Northern Kruger: For Those Seeking Untouched Nature and Exclusive
Safaris

While the south is the realm of large wildlife, the north of Kruger is a paradise for
tranquility and discovery. Here, the landscape changes: open plains give way to mopane
forests, rocky hills, and hidden rivers. Animal sightings are less concentrated, but the
encounters can be even more thrilling.

If you’re looking for a safari away from the crowds, a more remote and authentic
experience, the northern part of the park is the perfect choice. Here, you’ll find wilder and
less-traveled landscapes, with dense mopane forests, baobabs, hidden rivers, and rocky
hills.

Animal sightings are less frequent compared to the south, but the species present are rarer
and more fascinating. The north is famous for its black rhinoceroses, sable antelopes, nyala,
and an extraordinary variety of birds.

It’s the best place for birdwatching, with over 500 bird species populating the riverbanks
and tree branches.

Best Areas for a Safari in the Northern Kruger:

Letaba: A prime location along the river with great chances of seeing lions and
elephants.
Shingwedzi: Ideal for spotting large herds of elephants and less common predators.
Pafuri: One of the most scenic areas, with river forests and great wildlife, perfect for
birdwatching.
Baobab Hill: Home to enormous ancient baobabs offering breathtaking views.

Best Activities During a Kruger Safari
A safari in Kruger isn’t just about exploring the park by car. There are many other exciting
experiences to make your journey even more thrilling.
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Self-Drive Safari: Adventure in Total Freedom

If you love adventure and want to explore the park independently, you can rent a car and
drive yourself along the park’s roads, following the marked routes and stopping to observe
animals in their natural habitat.

Kruger offers over 3,000 km of roads and tracks, some of which are perfect for
unforgettable sightings.

This is the most budget-friendly option, allowing you to move freely and spend as much time
as you want at a sighting or searching for the animals that interest you most.

However, it requires a trained eye to spot the animals, otherwise, the experience may feel a
bit underwhelming. Even the largest animals, like elephants and giraffes, are excellent at
hiding in the vegetation and blending in.

Guided 4×4 Safari: The Classic Must-Do

The quintessential activity! Game drives are open 4×4 safaris, guided by expert guides or
rangers who know animal behavior and the best spotting areas.

If you want to increase your chances of spectacular sightings, opt for a guided game drive.
Expert guides are familiar with animal movements and will lead you to the best places to
find elusive creatures like leopards.

Sunrise Safaris: Perfect for seeing predators returning from hunting and animals
starting their day.
Soudowner Safaris: Magical atmosphere with the chance to see the first night
movements of wildlife.
Full-Day Safaris: Ideal for those who want to spend as much time as possible in
nature, increasing the chances of seeing many animals.
Night Safaris: Using special lights, you can discover nocturnal and twilight animals,
like leopards, hyenas, owls, honey badgers, and genets.

Walking Safari: The Most Authentic Way to Experience Nature

Want to feel pure adrenaline? A walking safari allows you to explore the savannah on foot,
accompanied by armed rangers. Here, it’s not just about spotting animals but about
listening, observing, and perceiving the environment like never before.
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Walking through the savannah with experienced and armed guides is a unique experience. A
walking safari allows you to closely observe animal tracks and immerse yourself completely
in nature.

This activity offers a more intimate and authentic experience, allowing you to appreciate
parts of nature that are hard to notice from a vehicle, such as animal tracks, plants, birds,
insects, burrows, and many hidden details. It’s perfect for those seeking a deep and total
connection with nature.

Night Safari: Discover the Savannah After Sunset

At night, Kruger transforms into a completely different world! The lights reveal glowing
eyes in the dark, allowing you to discover animals that remain hidden during the day.

Night safaris offer the opportunity to see animals that are hard to spot during the day, like
leopards, hyenas, badgers, porcupines, owls, and civets.

Additionally, large felines, except cheetahs, hunt at night, and with a bit of luck, you can
witness their hunting strategies.

Birdwatching: A Paradise for Bird Lovers

Kruger is a true paradise for birdwatching, with over 500 species of birds to observe. Birds
can be found throughout the park, but the best areas for sightings are along the large
rivers, such as the Crocodile, Sabie, and Pafuri, where you can spot both raptors and fish-
eating birds. There are many waterholes and lagoons where you can spot aquatic birds,
forests where woodland birds reside, and open plains where you can see many ground-
dwelling species.

Where to Stay During Your Kruger Safari?
Kruger National Park offers a wide range of accommodations for every type of traveler:
from basic campsites immersed in nature to luxury lodges offering exclusive experiences.
Where you stay will completely change the type of experience you’ll have, so it’s essential to
choose the option that best matches your travel expectations.

Here are the main accommodation options in Kruger and their differences!



The Coffee Ceremony in Ethiopia

71-75 Shelton Street London WC2H 9JQ United Kingdom

Public Camps within Kruger

If you want to experience Kruger in full autonomy and at affordable prices, state-run rest
camps are the perfect choice. These camps are managed by SANParks (South African
National Parks) and are located throughout the park, allowing you to stay close to the best
wildlife spotting areas.

Rest camps are the most authentic and affordable way to stay inside the park. They offer
different types of accommodation, including bungalows, campsites, and cottages. Each
camp has a mini-market, at least one restaurant, and a fueling station.

These camps are perfect for those who want an independent safari or to go on short game
drives organized by the camps at various times of the day.

The most well-known and frequented camps include:

Skukuza: The largest and most serviced camp.
Satara: Ideal for spotting lions.
Lower Sabie: In a great area for sightings.

Exclusive Lodges within Kruger

For those seeking an exclusive and luxurious experience, private lodges within the park
offer elegant accommodations, guided safaris, and a unique environment.

The lodgings are top-notch, with suites and private villas overlooking the savannah, gourmet
meals, and impeccable service.

Safaris are conducted both in the public areas of Kruger and in conservation areas
exclusively reserved for these lodges.

For those seeking comfort and a more relaxing experience, these lodges are often situated
in less accessible areas, ensuring extraordinary sightings and a deep connection with
nature.

Lodges and Guesthouses Outside the Kruger Gates

Staying just outside the park can be an excellent alternative. The lodges near Kruger offer
great value for money and the opportunity to enter the park daily for a safari.
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Just a few kilometers from Kruger’s gates, you’ll find many high-quality accommodations,
from boutique lodges to cozy guesthouses. Staying nearby allows you to explore the park
every day while choosing more affordable or better-equipped accommodations compared to
the internal rest camps.

The lodges are well-maintained and offer all comforts, while game drives are usually of high
quality, led by professional safari guides. However, it is essential to check the lodge’s
location carefully to ensure it is truly close to Kruger’s gates.

With this option, you can choose to go on a safari with the lodge’s guides or experience the
thrill of a self-drive safari.

Additionally, these accommodations can serve as a base to explore the surroundings, such
as the Panorama Route or Eswatini, or engage in activities like trekking or rafting.

Some places to stay outside Kruger: Marloth Park, Malelane, and Paul Kruger Gate.

Private Reserves: The Most Exclusive Safari

If you’re looking for a luxurious safari with a completely private experience, you should
choose a lodge in a private reserve adjacent to Kruger, such as Sabi Sands, Timbavati,
Manyeleti, or Klaserie.

Private reserves bordering Kruger offer an even more exclusive and luxurious experience.
Here, safaris are conducted by expert guides, and vehicles can leave the main roads,
allowing for incredible and up-close sightings.

The lodges in the Greater Kruger private reserves provide an exclusive experience,
featuring gourmet dining, luxurious rooms or tents with all amenities, and highly
personalized service.

Safaris in these reserves are intimate and uncrowded, thanks to the limited number of
guests, allowing for a more personal and authentic experience.
You’ll have the chance to get closer to wildlife without restrictions while always respecting
nature and the environment.

For an even more immersive experience, you can participate in a walking safari or sleep
under the stars in a bush sleep-out, an activity not always available in Kruger.

The only downside to private reserve lodges is their high cost, making them less accessible
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to all travelers.

It’s important not to confuse the Greater Kruger private reserves with the various game
farms found near Kruger and in other parts of South Africa.

Private reserves border Kruger, their territories are contiguous, and there are no fences
preventing animals from moving freely between the reserves and the national park. This
allows wildlife to migrate according to climatic conditions and mix with non-related
individuals for breeding.

Game farms, on the other hand, are large properties with a more or less wild environment
where animals are purchased and reintroduced. In some cases, they are even fed by
humans. These animals live their entire lives within the farm since it is fenced.

Kruger National Park vs. Private Reserves: Which
Experience to Choose?
Both options have advantages and disadvantages, depending on the type of experience you
seek.

Why Choose Kruger National Park

Kruger, whether in state-run camps or lodges outside the gates, is more affordable
than the Greater Kruger private reserves.
Self-drive safaris are allowed in Kruger, whereas they are prohibited in private
reserves.
Kruger offers a vast territory for safaris, with a high concentration of animals and
breathtaking, ever-changing landscapes.

Why Choose the Greater Kruger Private Reserves

Lodges and tented camps in private reserves have higher costs, but the service is
impeccable, and the experience is unique and exclusive.
Sunrise and sunset safaris are more private and led by expert guides. Unlike
Kruger, you can go on a game drive outside of the park’s gate opening hours,
although self-drive is not allowed.
Fewer vehicles at sightings, even during peak times, and closer encounters with
wildlife thanks to off-road access in some cases.
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When to Visit Kruger for a Safari?
The best time for a Kruger safari depends on what you want to see—each season offers
unique experiences.

May to September (dry season): Cooler temperatures, more active wildlife
throughout the day, and animals gathering around water sources, making sightings
easier. This is the best time to see the Big Five.
October to April (green season): The landscape becomes lush, vegetation is denser,
water is abundant, and many baby animals are born. This is ideal for birdwatching
and witnessing heartwarming scenes of young herbivores, though the dense vegetation
can make predator sightings slightly more challenging.

Book Your Kruger Safari Now!
Visiting Kruger National Park is more than just a trip—it’s a life-changing experience.

Every day in the savanna brings unique emotions, from extraordinary wildlife sightings to
breathtaking landscapes. It’s a true immersion into raw and fascinating nature, where
every wildlife encounter leaves an unforgettable mark.

Whether you choose to explore Kruger on your own, stay in a luxury lodge, or experience an
exclusive private reserve safari, Kruger will surprise and captivate you.

Contact us, and we will organize a tailor-made Kruger safari for you!

Get ready for an unforgettable journey into the heart of South Africa—Kruger is
waiting to give you once-in-a-lifetime memories!

Discover our travel packages to South Africa

In the heart of the Timbavati Private Game Reserve in South Africa, amid the endless
expanses of Africa, unfolds an extraordinary spectacle: the white lions of Timbavati. These
majestic creatures, rare and captivating, constitute one of the region’s most extraordinary
and mysterious attractions.

The white lions of Timbavati are a rare genetic variant of the African lion, characterized by
their creamy white coat, contrasting with intense blue or yellow eyes. These felines, also

https://www.safariadv.it/en/contacts/
https://www.safariadv.it/en/contacts/
https://www.safariadv.it/en/our-destinations/
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known as ghost lions, are a wonder of nature, enchanting those fortunate enough to spot
them in their natural habitat.

History and Significance
The history of the white lions of Timbavati is shrouded in the legend and magic of the
African savanna. It is believed that this genetic variant originates from the Timbavati region,
with the earliest reports dating back to the 1930s. These unique lions have always captured
the imagination of local populations, who consider them sacred creatures and bearers of
good fortune.

Commitment to Conservation
Given the rarity of this genetic variant, the conservation of the white lions of Timbavati has
become an absolute priority. Local and international organizations have joined forces to
protect these unique felines, ensuring their preservation for future generations.
Conservation and awareness projects have been initiated to educate the public about the
importance of protecting this natural wonder and its delicate ecosystem.

Thrilling Sightings
Sightings of the white lions of Timbavati are exceptional and thrilling events during safaris
in the region. Guided by experienced rangers, visitors have the opportunity to encounter
these gifts of nature as they move majestically through the grasslands or rest in the shade of
trees.

The feeling of seeing a white lion in the wild, in its natural habitat, is an experience that
touches the heart and creates indelible memories. Their presence creates an aura of
mystery and admiration, inviting visitors to contemplate the unique beauty of these
extraordinary felines.

Best Sighting Experience
The best time to seek out the fascinating lions of Timbavati is during the drier months when
vegetation thins out, and wildlife gathers around water sources. Experienced rangers and
local guides, with their deep knowledge of the territory, are essential to maximizing the
chances of sighting these unique lions.
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The white lions of Timbavati in South Africa represent a unique and captivating attraction
for anyone fortunate enough to explore the reserve. Besides being a testament to the
wonder of nature, these lions are also symbols of commitment to the conservation and
protection of endangered species.

Venturing into the expanses of Timbavati in search of these magnificent felines offers a
safari experience that goes beyond mere animal sightings. It is a journey into the heart of
nature, an encounter with the magic of Africa embodied in the white lions of Timbavati,
precious treasures to preserve and admire for generations to come.

Contact us to arrange your safari in Timbavati, South Africa.

An area rich in biodiversity
The Andasibe National Park, a biodiversity gem in the heart of Madagascar, stands

https://www.safariadv.it/contact-us-2/
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as a must-visit destination for nature lovers and wildlife enthusiasts. Located just 140
kilometers from the bustling capital, Antananarivo, this green paradise serves as an
authentic sanctuary for flora and fauna, divided into two extraordinary protected areas:
the vast Mantadia National Park and the Analamazaotra Special Reserve, also
known as Périnet.

Mantadia National Park

Mantadia National Park, sprawling across 15,500 hectares, is distinguished primarily by the
presence of lush primary forests. This biodiverse haven serves as a crucial refuge for
numerous animal and plant species, their lives intertwined in perfect harmony. Dedicated
conservation efforts manifest through numerous scientific observations to ensure the
survival of these unique species.

During an exploration of this primary forest, adventurers may encounter the fascinating
Indri Indri, the largest lemurs in Madagascar, growing up to a meter in height. These
captivating primates dominate the landscape with their majestic appearance and acrobatic
displays among ancient trees. However, the Indri Indri is not the only lemur calling
Mantadia home. A dozen other species, including the Aye-Aye, Varika mavo or Eulemur
fulvus, and the Avahi, enrich the diversity of the park’s fauna.

Not only lemurs but also an extraordinary variety of reptiles and amphibians populate this
vast natural area. Over 50 species of reptiles and as many amphibians, with their unique
shapes and surprising colors, contribute to creating a unique ecological balance within
Mantadia National Park.

A hidden treasure within this park is the presence of Urania madagascariensis, one of the
rarest and most beautiful butterflies globally. This precious specimen, with its multicolored
wings and graceful flight, is a jewel in Madagascar’s biodiversity.

Rich Flora and Fauna

The experience in Andasibe National Park extends beyond extraordinary fauna to its lush
flora. Ancient trees, exotic plants, and wild orchids create an enchanting backdrop, adding a
touch of magic to the adventure in the primary forest.

Activities in Andasibe National Park

To further enrich visitors’ experience, the park offers an interpretation center providing
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insights into the local flora and fauna, as well as the conservation of Madagascar’s unique
ecosystems. Here, nature enthusiasts can deepen their understanding of local ecology,
learning about the importance of conservation to preserve the richness of this unique region
worldwide.

Activities in Andasibe National Park go beyond naturalistic explorations. The area also
offers landscaped spaces ideal for picnics, allowing visitors to fully immerse themselves in
the surrounding beauty and enjoy moments of relaxation in harmony with nature. Adventure
enthusiasts can also opt for camping, an authentic experience that allows for a deeper
connection with the natural environment.

In conclusion, Andasibe National Park is a fundamental stop for those wishing to explore the
extraordinary biological diversity of Madagascar. Through the incredible variety of fauna
and flora, the area offers a unique travel experience that combines adventure, discovery,
and conservation. Immerse yourself in the magic of Andasibe and be captivated by the
timeless beauty of this untouched corner of Madagascar.

Wilpattu National Park, Sri Lanka ‘s largest national park, is a must-visit for nature lovers
and safari enthusiasts. This natural sanctuary offers a diverse habitat hosting a wide range
of wildlife, providing visitors with a unique and unforgettable sighting experience.

The most notable topographical feature of the national park is a distinctive complex of over
50 wetlands known as Villus, creating an ideal environment for a premier wildlife safari in
Sri Lanka. Villus are small natural lakes surrounded by expansive grassy plains and filled
with rainwater, nestled in dense forest.

Wilpattu is home to over 600 varieties of flora, including the giant Palu tree, 33 species of
mammals, and is also a rich birding area, with over 200 bird species recorded.

The aquatic elements of the park make it one of the best places in Sri Lanka for
birdwatching, where you might spot endemic species such as the Sri Lankan woodpecker,
Ceylon rose-ringed parakeet, and Ceylon grey hornbill.

The Lord of the Forest: Sri Lankan Leopard

Wilpattu is renowned for being one of the best places in the world to spot the Sri Lankan
leopard. These magnificent felines, known for their elegance and agility, gracefully navigate
the park’s dense thickets. Spotting a leopard is an exciting moment and a highlight of a
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safari in Wilpattu.

Despite the reserve having a less concentrated leopard population compared to Yala
National Park, leopard sightings are among the most numerous in the country.

Gentle Giants: Asian Elephants

The majestic Asian elephants are a common sight in Wilpattu. These gentle giants roam
through grassy expanses and forests, creating memorable spectacles for visitors. Observing
elephants in their natural habitat is a touching experience and an indelible safari memory.

Sloth Bear: An Endangered Predator

The Sri Lankan sloth bear, locally known as “kola diviya” in Sinhalese, is the only bear
species in Sri Lanka. Characterized by a black coat with a distinctive white “V” on the chest,
it has long claws and a predominantly nocturnal lifestyle. It primarily feeds on insects,
termites, and honey, using its long tongue to extract food from nests. This species is
classified as vulnerable due to habitat loss and conflicts with humans.
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Other splendid mammals that can be spotted in the park include spotted deer and sambar,
crocodiles, mongooses, water buffaloes, jackals, wild boars, three species of civets, and
various monkey species.

Conservation and Preservation

Wilpattu National Park is not just a place to admire the beauty of wildlife but also a
conservation center. Through sustainable tourism, the park actively contributes to the
protection of natural habitats and raises awareness about wildlife conservation.
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With over 20 national parks, Sri Lanka is an excellent destination for wildlife observation.
Yala and Wilpattu are two of the most significant national parks in Sri Lanka due to the
immense diversity of their native fauna.

A safari in Wilpattu National Park offers an exhilarating journey into the heart of Sri Lanka’s
wild nature. With its diverse animal species and the pristine beauty of natural landscapes,
Wilpattu promises a sighting experience that will leave a lasting impression on anyone
fortunate enough to explore it.

The Coffee Ceremony in Ethiopia is a vital part of the country’s social and cultural life, a
true family ritual concluding the typical Ethiopian meal.

An ancient proverb says, ‘Buna dabo naw,’ meaning ‘Coffee is our Bread.’

Invitations to this hour-long ceremony are gestures of profound friendship and respect.

A woman in traditional white attire, symbolizing purity, orchestrates the ceremony by
spreading flowers and fresh grass, recreating outdoor fragrances.

Seated beside a charcoal brazier, she kindles incense, creating a unique atmosphere.

Guests are usually served snacks.

The woman then roasts green coffee beans, wafting the smoke towards guests for
appreciation.

https://www.safariadv.it/en/destination/sri-lanka-2/
https://www.safariadv.it/en/destination/ethiopia/
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After grinding the beans, she adds them to hot water, often with grated ginger for spice.

The brewed coffee is poured, cooled, and transferred back to the traditional jebena clay pot.

Finally, the intense and full-bodied coffee is served in vibrant handle-less cups called
Fingiàn.

The ceremony, repeated thrice if desired, includes Awel for elders, Kale’i for adults, and
Bereka (‘blessing’) for children.

Experience the Coffee Ceremony in Ethiopia with our personalized itinerary.

If you’re looking for a tropical paradise to immerse yourself in breathtaking landscapes,
pristine beaches, and fascinating culture, the Spice Islands in Tanzania are the perfect
destination for you. Located in the Indian Ocean, these islands, also known as the Zanzibar
Archipelago, are a delightful place that offers a unique combination of natural beauty and
historical richness. In this article, we will guide you through the discovery of the Spice
Islands, unveiling their hidden treasures and suggesting activities not to be missed during
your visit.

The Spice Islands are composed of several islands, including Zanzibar, Pemba, and Mafia,
each with its own atmosphere and unique attractions. Zanzibar is the main and most visited
island, famous for its white sandy beaches and turquoise waters. The city of Stone Town,
declared a UNESCO World Heritage site, is a maze of narrow and captivating streets, rich in
Swahili history and culture. Explore the local markets, discover traditional architecture, and
savor the spicy flavors of Zanzibari cuisine.

Zanzibar

The beaches of Zanzibar are a spectacle in themselves. Nungwi, Kendwa, and Paje are just
some of the beaches that will leave you breathless with their crystal-clear waters,
multicolored corals, and refreshing sea breeze. Enjoy the sun, relax on a hammock under a
palm tree, and take a rejuvenating dip in the ocean. If you’re a snorkeling or diving
enthusiast, the coral reefs surrounding the Spice Islands are the underwater paradise
you’ve always dreamed of. Explore a fascinating underwater world, populated by tropical
fish, sea turtles, and vibrant corals.

In addition to the natural beauty, the Spice Islands also offer a rich history and culture to
discover. Visit the spice plantations and let yourself be carried away by the exotic aromas of

https://www.safariadv.it/en/destination/tanzania-2/
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cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, and vanilla. Take part in a guided tour and learn how these
spices have been cultivated and used in Zanzibari tradition. Don’t forget to visit the House
of Wonders, a fascinating palace that tells the colonial history of Zanzibar and offers a
panoramic view of the city.

Pemba Island

For those looking to get away from the more crowded tourist destinations, the islands of
Pemba and Mafia offer a tranquil and authentic escape. Pemba is famous for its pristine
coral gardens and lush vegetation, ideal for kayaking excursions or immersing yourself in
absolute tranquility.

Mafia Island

Mafia, on the other hand, is a true paradise for nature and water sports lovers. With its
crystal-clear waters and the Mafia Marine Park, the island offers opportunities for
snorkeling, diving, and whale watching.

When planning your trip to the Spice Islands, remember that the climate is tropical year-
round. However, the dry season from June to October is considered the best time to enjoy
the beaches and outdoor activities.

The Spice Islands in Tanzania are a destination that captivates all the senses. With its
heavenly beaches, fascinating culture, and intriguing history, this archipelago will give you
an unforgettable experience. Prepare to be captivated by the sounds, aromas, and colors of
this corner of tropical paradise. Book your trip to the Spice Islands and get ready for an
adventure that will stay in your heart forever.

South Africa is the land of great national parks and nature reserves that protect a large
population of wild animals, taking a safari in South Africa is an incredible experience.

Among the most interesting reserves of South Africa, the Madikwe Game Reserve certainly
plays a leading role, an incredibly beautiful and wild place where it is possible to admire
numerous animal species.

We visited the Madikwe Game Reserve while staying at the Rockfig Lodge and with their
highly trained guides we did some very high level photographic safaris.

https://www.safariadv.it/en/destination/6294/
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The 750 square kilometer territory of the reserve was formerly used as agricultural land but
the poor soil only allowed for mostly unsuccessful agriculture.

Then the South African government decided to change the intended use of these lands,
restoring them to their original appearance and to establish a protected wildlife area in this
place.

The benefits of this change were mainly two: the recovery of an area, which was destined
for wild flora and fauna, and the economic benefit for the local communities who found
employment both in the management of the reserve and in the various lodges present.
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Madikwe Game Reserve in South Africa
The Madikwe Reserve is a 750 square kilometer protected nature reserve, located in the
Northwestern Province of South Africa, bordering Botswana.

Madikwe Game Reserve boasts a thriving wildlife population, home to the second largest
elephant population in South Africa, as well as lions, leopards, rhinos, wild dogs, cheetahs,
giraffes, buffaloes, zebras and numerous species of antelope and birds.

The Madikwe Reserve contains within it a variety of ecosystems, moreover its position, in a
transition zone between the Kalahari and the Lowveld, allows the presence of animal and
plant species that live in both areas.

The Madikwe Game Reserve is made up of vast savannah plains, open woods, grasslands,
the rugged Rant van Tweedepoort and is bordered to the south by the Dwarsberg
Mountains; the area is dotted with huge rocky hills or inselbergs.

https://www.exploring-africa.com/en/south-africa/south-africa/north-western-province-south-africa
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Rant van Tweedepoort is a range of hills spanning the northwestern province with an
estimated land elevation of 1 163 meters above sea level, while the Dwarsberg mountain
range marks the southern boundary of the Madikwe Game Reserve, from east to west.

Madikwe Game Reserve is located at a fairly high altitude and in a region with a very dry
climate which makes it a malaria free destination.

350 bird species have been recorded in the Madikwe reserve, many of which are endemic to
the arid Kalahari Desert and the lush Lowveld region; this feature makes Madikwe Game
Reserve a hugely popular destination for birdwatchers and for enthusiasts looking for
species from both regions.

The reserve is not open to day visitors, so the only way to visit it is to stay at one of the
lodges present; this careful choice by the Madikwe management means that there is less
crowding, in this way guests can live a more intimate experience while respecting the
tranquility of the animals.

Just to respect the animals and not to stress them, the reserve allows only three cars to be
present at a sighting at the same time.
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The Rockfig Lodge in the Madikwe Game Reserve
During our recent visit to the Madikwe GR we stayed at the Rockfig Luxury Safari Lodge, a
gem of tranquility and hospitality in a contemporary setting that offers maximum comfort
and hospitality.

Rockfig Lodge is located in the hills of the western sector of the Madikwe Reserve
and its villas enjoy splendid views of the plains below.

Private villas available to guests are carefully decorated in a contemporary style and are
characterized by discreet luxury.

The villas are of various sizes but all have large bedrooms with private bathroom and
outdoor shower, a comfortable lounge, a perfectly furnished kitchen equipped with all the
tools for cooking.
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The external part of the villas consists of a very large area that leaves you speechless: a
large raised terrace with comfortable sofas, an area dedicated to relaxation with
comfortable loungers, a large dining table and a private swimming pool; the terrace
overlooks a large garden where there is also a space for the fire on the ground and an area
dedicated to braai, or barbecue.

Privacy of the villas is guaranteed and the feeling you get is that of being immersed in
nature away from everything and everyone, a real detox!

The common areas are treated in detail and the cuisine of the restaurant is superb with
delicious dishes and excellent desserts.

Obviously, 4×4 safaris are the main activity and are carried out in the morning and in
the afternoon.

The Rockfig Lodge safari guides are very skilled and prepared and, in addition to
recognizing the signs of nature to find animals, they provide guests with a lot of information
and curiosities about the behavior of the animals and the vegetation of the Madikwe
Reserve.

Sightings in the Madikwe Game Reserve with the Rockfig Lodge safari guides are always
spectacular and often happens to be the only car that is lucky enough to observe exciting
and unique scenes.

The vehicles used for the safaris are open 4×4 cars that guarantee maximum visibility;
moreover the guides always look for the best positioning to allow you to take excellent
photographs with the right light, always taking into account the conformation of the terrain
and the habits and movements of the animals.
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The History of the Madikwe Game Reserve: from
agricultural area to nature reserve
Madikwe Game Reserve is a 750 square kilometer protected nature reserve, located in the
Northwestern Province of South Africa, on the border with Botswana; the name of the
reserve derives from the Madikwe river which is found in these places.

But in the more recent past there was no nature reserve in these lands, this area had been
transformed, over the centuries, into an area dedicated to agriculture and pastoralism.

The decision to create the reserve in this land was made for socio-economic reasons; in fact,
inadequate agricultural practices, combined with the arid climate and degraded soil had
made the area almost completely unsuitable for livestock or agriculture.
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The South African government understood that ecotourism would bring more value to the
community than agriculture; then the reconversion of the territory into a wildlife reserve
was approved.

At this point, an incredible and very demanding work began to restore the area to its
primitive appearance.

Main activities to be undertaken were three:

eradicate all alien flora species and reintroduce native species;
eliminate human settlements and relocate people outside the territory
reintroduce different species of wildlife.

This reconversion process began with the gradual restoration of soil and plant life, but it
also entailed the gradual reintroduction of most of the animal species that can now be
observed in the Madikwe Reserve.

The relocation of wildlife to the reserve began in 1991 with a feat known colloquially as
Operation Phoenix.

Over the next seven years, nearly 10,000 animals, from antelope to predators, from rhinos
to elephants, were relocated to the Madikwe Game Reserve area, in what was at the time
the largest wildlife relocation project ever.
The ownership and management of Madikwe Game Reserve today is a partnership between
three major players: North West Parks and Tourism Board, the private sector and local
communities.

The result is an excellent conservation model that has worked for the benefit not only of
wildlife but also of local communities and which has created a premier safari destination in
South Africa.



The Coffee Ceremony in Ethiopia

71-75 Shelton Street London WC2H 9JQ United Kingdom

Jebel Barkal and the sites of the Napatan region of Sudan: Jebel Barkal, Kurru, Nuri, Sanam
and Zuma cover an arid area considered part of Nubia on both sides of the Nile and testify
to the Napatan (900 – 270 BC) and Meroitic ( 270 BC – 350 AD) of the second kingdom of
Kush.

The sites and Jebel Barkar have been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO and
include tombs, with and without pyramids, temples, mounds and chambers, housing
complexes and palaces.

The pyramids, tombs, temples, palaces, mounds and burial chambers set in the border
desert landscape on the banks of the Nile are unique in type and technique. Remains, with
their art and inscriptions, are evidence of a great ancient culture that existed and flourished
only in this region.

Jebel Barkar or Jebel Barkal, is the landmark of the Nubian desert, Jebel means mountain in
Arabic and at the foot of this wonderful and isolated mountain of red sandstone, considered
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sacred since ancient times, there is a large temple, dedicated by the Pharaohs of the New
Reign to their god Amun.

The Egyptians believed that the god Amun resided in this sacred mountain and it is for this
reason that the larger temples, such as Amon Temple for example, were built at the foot of
the hill and are still considered by the local population as sacred places.

The ancient Pure Mountain of Amun, the Olympus of the Nubians, was the religious heart of
Nubia for more than 1000 years and today, together with the archaeological sites of the
Napatan region, it has been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

In addition to the ruins of the great temple, there are still some statues depicting rams in
granite that should have delimited a long avenue that probably led to the pier on the Nile.

On the mountain wall there is a large room decorated with bas-reliefs.

Most of the pyramids of Jebel Barkal are still preserved in their original shape and height
while the reliefs and paintings on the walls of the temples and burial chambers are equally
well preserved.

The pyramids, palaces, temples, burial chambers and funerary chapels of Jebel Barkal and
the sites of the Napatan region and related reliefs, writings and painted scenes on the walls
have been a masterpiece of great artistic value for more than 2000 years.

Visiting this remote area of Sudan is a unique experience, a sort of mirage that comes to life

https://www.transafricana.it/en/the-battle-of-kadesh-epic-victory-or-mere-propaganda/
https://www.transafricana.it/en/the-battle-of-kadesh-epic-victory-or-mere-propaganda/
https://www.safariadv.it/en/tour/sudan-egypt/
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in the middle of the desert.

Kidepo Valley National Park host breathtaking sceneries with huge buffalo herds and its
unique , beautiful and virgin angulated hills offer a wonderful experience in Uganda.

Kidepo Valley National Park is a wilderness park, dry, hot and isolated, yet spectacular,
magnificent and virgin, waiting to be discovered.

Traversed by large sand rivers, the park is renowned for its distinctive composition of wild
game co-existing with the dry mountain forests, open savanna and hilltops capped by rock
kopjes.

Enjoy the isolated wilderness dominated by the 2,750 meters Mount Morungole and
transected by the Kidepo and great Narus rivers.

Perennial rains may make Kidepo an oasis in the semi-desert, but its tract of rugged
savannah is home to 77 mammal species and almost 500 birds.
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Game viewing is exciting all year round and so is bird watching, foot safaris and mountain
climbing.

Even in the dry season, it is worth to drive just to visit the seasonal Kidepo river and stroll
along its 50 meters wide bed of white sand between banks covered with Borassus palm
trees.

The 1,442 sq km is located in northern Uganda and borders the Sudan in the north west and
Kenya in the north east.

Activities in Kidepo Valley National Park

Game drives

Game drives can be done along Narus valley as the park’s wildlife congregates here much of
the year.

Among the animals in the park we find lions, zebras, elephants, buffaloes, giraffes,
warthogs, waterbucks, reedbucks and other species of antelope.

Nature Walks

Nature walks can be done at any time of the day and visitors will be able to view different
species of animals like elephants, zebras, reed buck and a lot of bird species.

Community Walks

Community walks are one of the ways you can get to know more about the Karamajong
lifestyle, culture, dressing style, dancing and the tools used.

The Karamajong are traditionally cattle raiders and hunters; however, through community
conservation education, their lifestyle is gradually changing and most of them now know the
value of conservation the park.

Mountain hiking

The Morungole ranges rise from the plains, even at 2,749 m the peak is not easily seen from
most vantage points in the Narus valley, to enjoy the hiking and explore the Mount
Morungole on foot is necessaries a ranger guide escort.

https://www.exploring-africa.com/en/did-you-know/did-you-know-elephants
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Bird Watching

This activity can be done either in the morning or afternoon and the park has got a variety
of birds.

Sand Along river Kidepo

Kidepo River is an intermittent sand river found in the northern part of the park. It stands
out because it is lined by Borassus palms, making it look like an oasis in the Sahara.

The sand bed experience on river Kidepo can be very fascinating especially during the dry
season. Many bird species can be found around this area and can enjoy the wilderness
experience while listening to the different bird calls.

Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in Uganda is part of a larger ecosystem, the Virunga
Conservation Area which includes two adjacent parks in Rwanda and Congo.

https://www.safariadv.it/en/2021/06/13/jebel-barkal-a-jewel-in-the-sudan-desert/
https://www.safariadv.it/en/destination/rwanda-2/


The Coffee Ceremony in Ethiopia

71-75 Shelton Street London WC2H 9JQ United Kingdom

Mgahinga Gorilla National Park sits high in the clouds, at an altitude of between 2,227m
and 4,127 m; the park was formed to protect the rare mountain gorillas that inhabit its
dense forests, and it is also an important habitat for the endangered golden monkey.

The park’s most striking features are its three conical, extinct volcanoes,part of the
spectacular Virunga range that lies along the border region of Uganda, Congo and Rwanda.

Mgahinga NP forms part of the much larger Virunga Conservation Area which includes
adjacent parks in these countries.

The park offers a soothing aura of majesty, with cool temperatures owing to the
mountainous nature of the park.
Its home to part of the 300 gorillas located in the Virunga massif; the park is indeed where
gold meets silver where gorillas silverback are house with the same habitat of the golden
monkeys.

The cultural heritage featuring folklore and traditional healing practices for local people
covers the north slopes of the three northern Virunga volcanoes.

The park derives its name from Gahinga a Kinyarwanda word for a pile of volcanic lava
stone heaps around which cultivation is carried out.

Three northern Virunga volcanoes are: Gahinga, Muhavura and Sabinyo.

Muhavura means guide and Sabinyo means the Old man’s teeth; while Sabinyo is deeply
eroded with jagged crown and deep gorges and ravines. Gahinga has a swamp filled-crater
about 180 meters wideand Muhavura has a small crater lake about 36 meters wide at its
summit.

While at the top of the Sabinyo, you get to be set foot in all three countries of Uganda, DR of
Congo and Rwanda at the same time.

Its view of the volcanoes and gorges with cool breeze of freshness is unrivaled.

On some of the steep mountain slopes are caves formed by lava tubes, one of them being the
fomous Garama cave located near Ntebeko, the park headquarters.

https://www.africa-luxury-safari.com/en/destination/extraordinary-uganda/
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Activities at Mgahinga Gorilla National Park

Birding

The best birding in Mgahinga also takes in some of its most beautiful scenery in the gorge
between Mts Gahinga and Sabinyo. Through the bamboo forest, and in the montane forest,
where the beautiful Rwenzori Turaco may be observed.

Cultural Encounters

For generations, Mgahinga’s dense forests were home to the indigenous Batwa hunter-
gatherers and fierce warriors who depended on the forest for shelter, food and medicine.
Now they lead visitors through the forest and introduce them to their old home and the
tecniques the used to survive in it.

Gorilla Tracking

The guide leads you through the gorillas’ world, surrounded by wildforest and impressive
birdlife, explaining the gorillas’ behavior along the way.

Hiking & Nature walking

Hiking around the foothills of the Virunga Volcanoes gives visitors the chance to spot forest
birds, the Rwenzori Swamp, wild vegetation, bamboo forests and glorious views of the
surrounding lakes and agricultural villages.

Mountain/Volcano climbing

All three volcanoes in this park can be summited; views from the peaks are well worth the
effort-taking.
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